Gender role and family relationships in adolescent children of chronic schizophrenic mothers: findings from a longitudinal study of whole families.
Gender roles of 25 adolescent offspring of chronic schizophrenic mothers were explored in a three-year study comprising family and individual interviews, as well as questionnaire data. Findings showed that families were rigidly traditional, according low status to females. Adolescent girls tended to identify with opposite-sex relatives and to show cross-sex behavior and preferences. Theoretical and clinical implications are discussed.